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addition the applicant must be able to read and
write in English or his mother tongue, or he must
be the owner of property assessed for three hundred
dollars or more.

This general requirement of literacy or owner-
ship of property was waived, however, in case of
foreigners naturalized before January 1, 1898, who
had lived in the State five years, and in the case of
men who had voted in any State before 1867, or of
sons or grandsons of such persons. These could be
placed upon a permanent roll to be made up before
September 1, 1898, and should have the right to
vote upon complying with the residence and poll
tax requirements. Practically all white persons of
native stock either voted in some State in 1807 or
were descended from some one who had so voted.
Few negroes in any State, and none in the South*
were voters in that year. It is obvious that suf-
frage was open to white but barred to negro illiter-
ates. Apparently the only whites debarred under
this clause were the illiterate and indigent sons of
foreign-born fathers.

North Carolina adopted a new suffrage article
in 1900 which is much simpler than those just
described. It requires two years' residence in the
State, one in the county, and the payment of poll